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Lucas County
Ottawa River
    President Drive Boat Launch in Washington Township - L
    Belpre Drive Boat Launch in Washington Township - L
    Hammond Drive Boat Launch in Washington Township - L
Maumee River
    Promenade Park in Toledo - L
    Walbridge Park in Toledo - L
    Toledo Skyway Marina in Toledo - D
    International Park in Toledo - L
    Corey Street Boat Launch in Maumee - L
Cooley Canal
    Cooley Canal Boat Launch in Jerusalem Township - L

Wood County
Maumee River
    Rossford Marina at Veteran’s Memorial Park in Rossford -L
    Maple Street Boat Launch in Perrysburg - L
    Louisiana Avenue Dock at Hood Park in Perrysburg - D
    Orleans Park in Perrysburg - D

Ottawa County
Turtle Creek
    Turtle Creek Access in Benton Township - L
Toussaint River
    No publicly accessible boat launch or dock site within Coastal Management Area
Portage River
    Portage River Access in Erie Township - L
    Little Portage State Wildlife Area in Bay Township - L
    Port Clinton City Docks in Port Clinton - D
West Harbor
    West Harbor Public Boat Launch Ramp in Catawba Island Township - L

Lake Erie Public River Access
Boat Launch Sites and/or Transient/Complimentary Dockage Sites located 
along Lake Erie’s tributaries or other lake accessible waterways within the 
designated Coastal Management Area. Learn more about the designated Coastal 
Management Area at ohiodnr.com/coastal/tabid/9352/default.aspx

L = Launch Only   D = Dock Only  L/D =Launch and Dock

Sandusky County
Sandusky River
    Elliot Street Access in Fremont - L

Erie County
Huron River
    Huron Boat Basin and Amphitheatre in Huron - D
    Holiday Harbor Marina* in Huron - L
    Huron River Access in Huron - L
Vermilion River
    Harbour Town Municipal Boat Docks in Vermilion - D
    East Exchange Park in Vermilion - D
    McGarvey’s Landing in Vermilion - D
    South Street Boat Ramp in Vermilion - L

Lorain County
Black River
    Black River Wharf Boat Launch in Lorain - L/D

Cuyahoga County
Rocky River
    Rocky River Reservation in Lakewood - L
    Lakewood Port Authority in Lakewood - D
Cuyahoga River
    No publicly accessible boat launch or dock site within Coastal Management Area

Lake County
Chagrin River
    Eastlake Port Authority in Eastlake - L
Grand River
     Robert “Buck” Benson Memorial Public Docks in Grand River - D
    Olive Street Transient Dock Access in Grand River - D
    Bucky Rutherford Memorial Park in Grand River - D
    Grand River Landing in Fairport Harbor - L

Ashtabula County
Ashtabula River
     Ashtabula Transient Docks in Ashtabula - D
    Ashtabula Recreation Unlimited (ARU)* in Ashtabula - L
Conneaut River
    No publicly accessible boat launch or dock site within Coastal Management Area

* Privately owned facility 
that provides public boat 
access to river



Lake Erie Public Access Guidebook18 19www.ohiodnr.com/coastal

Fishing, Hunting and Trapping
Fishing opportunities abound on Lake Erie. The ODNR Division of Wildlife records 
Lake Erie fishing information weekly, and is available at: 1-888-HOOKFISH.

Fishing regulations including daily bag limits for sport fish caught in Ohio’s 
Lake Erie waters are available by selecting “Fishing” and then “Fishing Regu-
lations” on the Division of Wildlife’s webpage: ohiodnr.com/wildlife.  

Hunting and trapping regulations are also available on the Division of Wild-
life’s website by selecting “Hunting & Trapping” and then either “Hunting 
Regulations” or “Trapping Regulations.” Local communities may also have 
regulations regarding where firearms may be discharged including required 
offshore distances. 

Most Ohio residents and visitors who are older than 16 will need the 
appropriate fishing/hunting/trapping licenses, permits, and/or stamps to 
participate in the activity in Ohio; however, certain exemptions may apply. 
Details about exemptions and licenses are online or can be obtained by 
contacting the Division of Wildlife: 1-800-WILDLIFE.

For recipes on preparing fish and game visit the WildOhio Cookbook:
ohiodnr.com/tabid/6470/default.aspx 

To report fishing, hunting, trapping or other wildlife violation, call:  
1-800-POACHER.

Fish Consumption
Fish consumption advisories have been issued for certain Lake Erie fish spe-
cies and locations in Ohio. The ODNR Division of Wildlife and the Ohio Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency (OEPA) work together to collect and analyze 
fish samples from Ohio’s portion of Lake Erie. Results from the test samples 
dictate if restrictions are needed based on the Great Lakes risk assessment 
protocol for the consumption of fish by those most at risk (women of child-
bearing age and children). The general trend shows decreasing contamina-
tion levels over the last few decades. However, several locations and several 
fish species warrant special concern. Sport fish consumption advisories are 
periodically; the most recent updates found online.

Learn more: 
Ohio Sport Fish Consumption Advisory – Overall Advice 
epa.ohio.gov/dsw/fishadvisory/overall.aspx 
Ohio Sport Fish Consumption Advisory for Lake Erie 
epa.ohio.gov/dsw/fishadvisory/waters/Lakeerie.aspx 

Lake Erie Coastal Ohio Trail
The Lake Erie Coastal Ohio Trail is a state and federally recognized path for 
vehicle traffic that primarily follows roads closest to Lake Erie from Toledo 
to Conneaut. The trail links harbors, lighthouses, natural wonders, historical 
attractions, tourist destinations and scenic views of Lake Erie.

The National Scenic Byways Program within the U.S. Depart-
ment of Transportation designates roads as National Scenic 
Byways or All-American Roads based on their archaeological, 
cultural, historic, natural, recreational and scenic qualities. 
Spurred by grass-roots initiatives, 150 routes have been desig-
nated America’s Byways® in 46 states. The Lake Erie Coastal 
Ohio Trail is one of only five nationally recognized Ohio byways. It was 
designated an Ohio State Scenic Byway in December 2004 and as a National 
Scenic Byway in the America’s Byways® program in September 2005. 

Learn more: 
National Scenic Byways Program 
www.byways.org/explore/byways/59836 

Lake Erie Coastal Ohio Trail (Ohio) 
www.dot.state.oh.us/OhioByways/Pages/LakeErieCoastalOhio.aspx
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Ice on Lake Erie
Ohio’s south shore sees ice fishing and across-ice snowmobiling, but there is 
no such thing as 100 percent safe ice. The following tips are useful for anyone 
who plays on water when it is frozen.

Check for known thin ice areas with a local resort, bait shop or profes-
sional	ice	fishing	guide. Test the thickness of ice with a chisel, ice auger or 
even a cordless 1/4-inch drill with a long bit. 

• 4 inches of new clear ice is the minimum thickness for travel on foot. 
• 5 inches is minimum for snowmobiles and ATVs. 
• 8 to 12 inches for cars or small trucks.

Refrain from driving on ice whenever possible. If you must drive a vehicle, 
be prepared to leave it in a hurry. Keep windows down, unbuckle your seat 
belt and have a simple emergency plan that you have discussed with your 
passengers. Do NOT wear a flotation device when traveling across the ice in 

an enclosed vehicle.

Do not “overdrive” your snowmo-
bile’s headlight. It can take a much 
longer distance to stop on ice than 
your headlight shines. Many snow-
mobile-through-ice accidents occur 
because the machine was travel-
ing too fast for the operator to stop 
when the headlamp illuminated the 
hole in the ice. Wear a life vest un-
der your winter gear, or wear one of 
a flotation suit designed for wearing 
on frozen lakes. 

Carry a pair of ice picks to help pull 
yourself back onto the surface if you fall 
through.
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East 55th Street Marina

East Harbor State Park

Edgewater Park

Euclid Beach Area

Geneva State Park

Gordon Park

Headlands Beach State Park

Huntington Reservation

Kelleys Island State Park

Lakeview Park

Maumee Bay State Park

Metzger Marsh State Wildlife Area

Pickerel Creek State Wildlife Area

South Bass Island State Park

South Shore Veterans Park

Villa Angela Area

Waterworks Park

West Shore Ice Ramp – North

West Shore Ice Ramp – South

Wildwood Area

Willow Point State Wildlife Area
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Lorain

Erie
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Willow Point State Wildlife Area
Old Bay Bridge Fishing Access
Bayview Drive Scenic Overlook
Lions Park
Sandusky Bay Pathway at Mills Street
Shelby Street Public Boat Launch
Chesapeake Walkway
Jackson Street Pier
Schade-Mylander Plaza
Sandusky Bay Pathway at Wayne Street
Shoreline Park
Sandusky Bay Pavilion
Meigs Street Pier
Battery Park
Springer's Wharf
Washington Street Pier
Pipe Creek State Wildlife Area

Erie County
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27
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Big Island Preserve and Landing
East Sandusky Bay Metropark
Joseph Steinen Wildlife Area
Putnam Marsh Nature Preserve
Wyandot Wetland Meadows Preserve
Sheldon Marsh State Nature Preserve
Lake Front Park
Huron Rotary Centennial Park
Huron Harbor West Pier
Nickel Plate Beach
Old Woman Creek State Nature Preserve
Joppa Road Access
Risden Road Access
Vermilion Township Memorial Gardens
Sherod Park
Main Street Beach
North Shore Alvar State Nature Preserve
Kelleys Island State Park
North Pond State Nature Preserve
Inscription Rock State Memorial
Hancock-Wood Electric Scenic Overlook

01-02

01
02
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04
05
06
07
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09
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Showse Park
Brownhelm Township Lakefront Park
Waverly Place Park
Lakeview Park
City of Lorain Public Boat Ramp
City of Lorain Public Fishing Pier
Lakeside Landing
Century Park
Lakewood Beach Park
Sheffield Lake Community Park

Lorain County
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DeRivera Park
Put-in-Bay Village Marina
Perry's Victory and Int'l Peace Memorial
Scheeff East Point Nature Preserve
Village of Put-in-Bay Beach
Middle Bass Island State Park
Petersen Woods
Kuehnle State Wildlife Area
North Bass Island State Park

Ottawa

Sandusky

Lucas
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02-03

01

04

05-12

Cullen Park
Bayshore Fishing Access
Caldwell Drive Scenic Access
Duchesse Drive Scenic Access
South Shore Veterans Park
Lakeview Avenue Scenic Access
Verdun Street Scenic Access
Grange Street Scenic Access
Ashcroft Drive Basin Scenic Access
Blanche Drive Scenic Access
Lilias Drive Scenic Access
Lake Erie Center Basin Scenic Access
Maumee Bay State Park
Mallard Club Marsh State Wildlife Area
Metzger Marsh State Wildlife Area

13

14

15

Lucas County
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20
21

Magee Marsh State Wildlife Area
Camp Perry
Waterworks Park
Port Clinton Lakefront Preserve
Port Clinton City Beach
Catawba Island State Park
East Harbor State Park
Mazurik Access Area
Marblehead Lighthouse State Park
Lake Point Park
Johnson's Island Confederate Cemetery
Dempsey's State Fishing Access
Sandusky Bay Bridge Access
South Bass Island Lighthouse
South Bass Island State Park
Captain Parker's Park
West Shore Ice Ramp - South
West Shore Ice Ramp - North
Put-in-Bay Aquatic Visitors Center
Peach Point Research Laboratory
Oak Point State Park

Ottawa County
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Sandusky County
01 Pickerel Creek State Wildlife Area
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Lakeside Cemetery
Huntington Reservation
Cahoon Memorial Park - West (Cahoon)
Cahoon Memorial Park - East (Dover)
Columbia Park
Bradstreet's Landing
Rocky River Park
Rose Point
Webb Road Scenic Access
Summit Avenue Scenic Access
Lakewood Park
Cliff Drive Scenic Access
Edgewater Park
Edgewater Boat Ramp
Wendy Park at Whiskey Island
North Coast Harbor
East Ninth Street Pier
Voinovich Bicentennial Park
East 55th Street Marina
Gordon Park

Cuyahoga County
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01
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Willowick City Hall Scenic Access
Willowick Lakefront Park
Quentin Road Park
Eastlake Seawall
Willowbeach Park
Sunset Park
Beachview Road Scenic Access (A)
Beachview Road Scenic Access (B)
Beachview Road Scenic Access (C)
Osborne Park
Overlook Beach Park
Mentor Beach Park
Mentor Lagoons Nature Preserve

Lake County
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West Shore Park
Shell Cove Park
Miller Road Park
Avon Lake Cemetery
Veterans Memorial Park

21
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Cleveland Lakefront Nature Preserve
Euclid Beach Area
Villa Angela Area
Wildwood Area
Euclid Park
Sims Park

Ashtabula

Trumbull

Geauga

Lake
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Headlands Beach State Park
Headlands Dunes State Nature Preserve
Fairport Harbor West Breakwater
Fairport Harbor Short Pier
Fairport Harbor Port Boat Access
Fairport Harbor Lakefront Park
Painesville Township Park
Perry Township Park
North Perry Village Park
Lakeshore Reservation
Bill Stanton Community Park
Tuttle Park
Madison Township Park
Arcola Creek Estuary
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Geneva State Park
Geneva Township Park
Saybrook Township Park
Highland Beach
Walnut Beach Park
Lakeshore Park
Al Cummings Sunset Park
Conneaut Township Park
Lakeview Park
Conneaut Port Authority Access
Broad Street Extension

Ashtabula County
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