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Life in Lake Erie ranges in size from 
the smallest virus to the largest 

animal that still lives in fresh water, 
lake sturgeon (see fish picture above).

The Lake Erie ecosystem 
provides habitat for unique species 
to thrive including the threatened 
Lakeside Daisy (pictured in the top right circle) 

and the Lake Erie water snake (shown at far 

right below while the Northern water snake is on the left). 

Life cycles in Lake Erie have 
been altered by invasive plant and 
animal species such as phragmities, 
purple loosestrife, round goby and 
the zebra and quagga mussels (shown 

left attached to native mollusk).

Working 
together for a 
better Lake Erie


