
OHIO DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

ROCKS AND MINERALS ARE EVERYWHERE
Ohio’s rocks and minerals can be used for a variety of items. Match the rock or mineral to the item 

for which it is used. There may be multiple matches.

ANSWERS

sandstone

oil

clay

limestone

gypsum

salt

shale

coal

sand/gravelelectricity

dinner glassplastic toy

paper

bakery cake icing

asphalt road

dandruff shampoo

paste toothpaste

gel toothpaste

peanut butter

kitty litter

bricks

cold tablets

hand lotion

plastic toy = oil  •  dinner glass = sandstone, limestone  •  paper = clay, limestone  •  gel toothpaste = sandstone
peanut butter = salt  •  hand lotion = oil, clay  •  paste toothpaste = limestone  •  kitty litter = clay  •  bakery cake icing = gypsum

bricks = shale, clay  •  asphalt road = sand/gravel, limestone  •  cold tablets = gypsum  •  electricity = coal  •  dandruff shampoo = coal
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Grade-Level Indicators
This activity can be used to help teach the Ohio Academic Content Standards’ Earth and Space, Life and/or Physical Sciences Grade-Level Indicators below:

Grade 4, Physical Sciences 3:  Describe objects by the properties of the materials from
which they are made and that these properties can be used to separate or sort a group of objects (e.g., paper, glass, plastic and metal).

Grade 5, Earth and Space Sciences 5:  Explain how the supply of many non-renewable resources is limited and can be extended through reducing, reusing and recycling but cannot be extended indefinitely.

Grade 6, Physical Sciences 2, 3 and 4:  Describe that in a chemical change new substances are formed with different properties than the original substance (e.g., rusting, burning).; Describe that in a physical change (e.g., state, shape and size) the chemical properties of a substance remain unchanged.; Describe that chemical and physical changes occur all around us (e.g., in the human body, cooking and industry).

Grade 11, Earth and Space Sciences 14:  Conclude that Earth has finite resources and explain that humans deplete some resources faster than they can be renewed.


