Backyard conservation reduces storm water problems

When rains fall on roadways and rooftops, it can’t soak gently into the ground as it once did. Instead, it flows down gutters and into storm sewers, picking up pollutants as it goes. Besides affecting the quality of water in streams and rivers, this runoff can cause them to flood more quickly.

While you can’t eliminate runoff entirely, you can do your part to protect water quality and minimize the runoff from your home lot. In Franklin County, for instance, the SWCD and Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed (FLOW) have been working on a pilot project to promote backyard conservation. Here are some of their suggestions:

*Install rain barrels to catch water from downspouts instead of running it into storm sewers. This water is ideal for watering lawns, gardens, or indoor plants because it isn’t chlorinated. Besides, it’s free!

*Grow a rain garden in a natural depression or dig a spot for one. Plant water-tolerant plants to filter runoff as it soaks into the soil. Just make sure the spot will drain within three days to interrupt the mosquito life cycle. 

*Terrace steep slopes to slow runoff, allowing more to soak in and reducing erosion.

*Replace paved sidewalks and driveways with materials that allow water to infiltrate, such as gravel, stones, bricks, mulch, wood chips, and ground cover plantings.

*Wash your car at a commercial car wash that treats and recycles wash water, or wash it at home over a grassy area or gravel using biodegradable, phosphorus-free soap.

*Use a drip pan to catch leaks from your car until you can get them fixed. To clean up fluid leaks or spills, soak them up with sand or cat litter. Choose non-toxic, biodegradable cleaners for your driveway. 

*Bury pet waste, flush it or bag it and dispose of it in the garbage. It’s a source of bacterial contamination in runoff.

*Minimize the use of pesticides and fertilizers on your lawn and follow label instructions. Careful lawn management can reduce the need for these products.

For additional ideas for backyard conservation, contact the SWCD office. 

-end-

To add local interest:

· Replace Franklin SWCD and Friends of the Lower Olentangy Watershed (FLOW) with your district’s name and a local watershed group.

· Explain where water goes after it runs off developed land in your area and describe problems that have been caused by rapid run off or polluted runoff.

· Explain storm water management plans included in new developments in your area.

· List local sources for rain barrels and landscaping materials needed for backyard conservation.

· Illustrate the article with a photo of a local rain garden, porous pavement, or person washing their car on the lawn.

