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    Defiance Soil and Water Conservation District Honored for Excellence
(Columbus) – The board of supervisors and staff of the Defiance Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD) was recognized for excellence of service to Defiance County residents and landowners during the Ohio Federation of Soil and Water Conservation Districts (OFSWCD) 65th Annual Meeting in Columbus January 29-30.  

“Tonight’s group award goes to a district where everyone works together like a fine oiled machine,” said OFSWCD President Clark Sheets during an awards banquet at the close of the meeting.  “This district has no selfish members. The district projects a culture of helping whoever they can with one end in mind; clean water, healthy soils, and support of a viable, sustainable agriculture.”

Some of the district many accomplishments include: 

· Assisted with five CREP tours for Washington D.C. USDA officials , the Joyce Foundation and the Environmental Defense organization; eventually this partnership awarded over $5,000,000 to help with work on the Maumee River Watershed.

· Provided countless hours helping develop a training module for a CREP “Train the Trainer program” on outreach, holding the first meetings, developing several power points and provided the meeting space.

· Runs one of the best ditch maintenance programs, the county turned to the District in 1989 because of how it was being run, and today this program covers 318 miles of maintained ditches which includes over 60 new maintenance projects for a total of 179 projects.

· Was the first District in Area 1 to enter into agreements with all of their 11 townships to assist with land use planning, site reviews and offer drainage assistance to townships with a state of the art GPS/GIS format.

· Assists landowners with OEPA’s link deposit loans, with over $500,000 of low interest loans awarded to landowners.

· Participated in and hosted the Rural Drainage Task Force created by the Federation and Division and provided valuable on the ground information for making drainage work in Ohio.

· Provided staff support and input for the design of the SWIMS program, a three year effort.

· Recently assisted the state partnership in coordinating and hosting the Conservation planning Course, their efforts made the class a huge success.

· Administrative staff have been deeply involved in the development of the state wide Administrative Assistance Development Program and provided leadership in developing levels 1 and 2.

· And Last on this list, but I know we could go on and on ……

· Helped found the Conservation Action Project in 1988.
The OFSWCD was organized in 1943 to further the natural resource conservation mission of the state's 

88 county-based SWCDs.  As subdivisions of state government, soil and water conservation districts have legal authority to assist landowners with a wide range of soil, water, woodland and wildlife conservation objectives.  Another important goal is to provide information and education programs on natural resource conservation and management topics for county residents.
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