
Ohio always has a major presence at the
National Association of Conservation
Districts (NACD) annual meeting – and
this year Ohioans were particularly visi-
ble. Nearly 200 Buckeyes turned up at
NACD’s 56th Annual Meeting, and
Ohioans serve at the national level in a
number of capacities.

Mast is NACD President-elect
Gary Mast, who has been a Holmes
SWCD supervisor for 21 and is an
OFSWCD past-president, was voted
NACD president-elect during the NACD
Board of Directors meeting in Reno. He
was sworn in by NACD President Read
Smith and will become NACD President
next year at the conclusion of the NACD
annual meeting in Orlando.

“For me, teamwork is essential in achiev-
ing conservation goals,” says Mast.
“Forming partnerships among agencies
and associations is an important way to

get things done. As leaders of this partner-
ship, we must listen to our grassroots, the
districts, and serve their needs.”

Gerber Elected President
Ruth Ann Gerber was elected president of
the NACD Auxiliary during the annual
meeting in February. Ruth Ann has been
actively involved with the OFSWCD
Auxiliary for many years, serving as
treasurer, secretary and, in 1996-97, as
president. Her husband, Wayne, is a
Shelby SWCD supervisor.

Ohioans in Other National Roles
Union SWCD supervisor and OFSWCD
immediate past-president Steve Robinson
serves as chair of NACD’s District
Operations Committee, and Brad Ross,
administrator for the SWCD Section of
the Division of Soil and Water
Conservation (DSWC), serves as an advi-
sor to the committee representing the
National Association of State
Conservation Agencies (NASCA).
Hamilton SWCD supervisor and OFSW-
CD vice president Tom Reininger serves
on the NACD Urban Community and
Coastal Resources Committee. Nelson
Strong, DSWC administrator for the
Environmental Education Section is secre-
tary for the Canon Envirothon, and Gary
Mast is the NACD liaison to the
Envirothon.

Ohio #1 – Again
OFSWCD President David Linkhart
accepted both the Top 10 Award for high-
est dollar support and the Quota Award
for 100% district participation.
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I n s i d eI n s i d e
NACD President Read Smith swears in
Gary Mast as NACD president-elect
during the closing banquet at the
NACD Annual Meeting in Reno.

Ohio Farmer editor Tim White 
received NACD’s Communication Award
for 2001 during the NACD Awards
Luncheon.

S P E C I A L  N O T I C E :
Just as News & Views was going to press,
David Hanselmann was named chief of
the Division of Soil and Water Conser-
vation by ODNR Director Sam Speck.

Hanselmann, who has been assistant
chief of the division since 1982 is only
the third chief since the division was first
created in 1969.

We will profile David in the next edition
of News & Views.



Seneca SWCD, in cooperation with the
Izaak Walton League (Tiffin chapter), held
its 3rd annual Handicapped Hunt for Deer
during the 2001 deer-gun season for six
hunters at the district-owned Miller
Conservation Farm. In years past, the
hunters and volunteers have enjoyed
themselves, but had yet to harvest a deer.
With a new hunting blind site and fewer
hunters in the woods, we felt that the
chances had improved.

Opening day began with some excitement.
Hunters were seeing plenty of deer. But
the day went by without a harvest.
Tuesday morning the weather was great
and the hunters were eager to get out. Rex
Rathburn of Tiffin was sitting in the new
blind location. At 9:30 a.m. we heard a
shot from his direction. The shot hit its
mark; Rex harvested the first deer ever for
the handicapped hunt – a doe. Everyone

else in camp was elated. The next few
days brought plenty of rain but that didn’t
deter our hunters. On Wednesday and
Thursday they saw lots of deer, but were
unable to get a clear shot.

Friday morning I awoke to thunder and
lightening, and was skeptical about the
hunters showing up on such a miserable

day, but they arrived in good spir-
its. With thunder crashing around
us, we delivered the hunters to
their chosen blinds. The lightening
let up soon after sunrise. Doyle
Harbaugh was sitting in the newly
located blind, nodding off every
now and then. He awoke to some
movement about sixty yards in
front of him. It was a nice buck.
He waited until he had a good
shooting situation and delivered a
great shot. The buck – a nice 8-
pointer – was down. The whole

camp was overjoyed for Doyle.

While the emphasis may seem to be to
harvest deer, our main goal for the hunt is
to allow handicapped hunters to have a
quality experience in the woods and share
good times with one another. And they
appreciate it!
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While the budget news from the state
continues to be negative, preliminary
reports indicate that county appropri-
ations to local soil and water conser-
vation districts are not only holding
their own in many parts of the state,
but have increased in many. This
speaks well of the job being done by
supervisors at the local level in mak-
ing sure their elected officials know
the value of soil and water conserva-
tion programs.

It also means that we have more to
do at the state level to keep match dollars caught up.

Fortunately, built into the state’s biennium budget is a substantial
increase in match dollars for this second year. That means that
we can expect to see little change in the match rate, as long as
figures from the districts do not change greatly and additional
budget cuts are not announced.

On the economic side, the news is not as good. The latest reports
from the state auditor indicate that tax revenues for the state are
down more than expected. How this may affect the Division of
Soil and Water Conservation is still to be seen. They have
already taken a 6% hit this year on their budget, in addition to

reductions in the state match and pollution abatement cost share
and nonpoint source education accounts. But while all this nega-
tive news is going on, with many county departments experienc-
ing cuts or maintenance level funding, districts still are coming
through with more support. You have done your job well at the
local level.

Every year Ohio sends a large delegation to the NACD legisla-
tive conference in Washington D.C. But this represents only a
small part of our organization. If we are to have the same kind of
success with our congressional leaders that we have had with our
county officials it will take the efforts of all of us. While all of us
can’t go to our nation’s capital, we can all contact our federal
elected officials and let them know the importance of the conser-
vation provisions in the Farm Bill. The debate within the confer-
ence committee may continue for some time, so call, e-mail, fax,
or write now!

We have made a difference at the local level. Together we can
make a difference at the national level as well.

Dave Linkhart, President
Ohio Federation of Soil and Water

Conservation Districts

Conservation Views

Weather Not a Problem for Handicapped Hunt for Deer
By Jeff Finn, Wildlife Specialist, Seneca SWCD



Ohio’s Teacher of the Year winners for
2001 – Laura Grimm, Wayne County (ele-
mentary category) and Duane Knisely,
Henry County (secondary category) have
developed outstanding conservation edu-
cation programs featuring innovative and
exciting activities with opportunities for
students to apply what they learn. We’ve
asked them to share some of their teach-
ing tips and most successful activities.

We’re featuring Laura in this edition, and
Duane will be featured in the April-May
edition. And remember, nominations for
this year are due in the Division of Soil
and Water Conservation office in
Columbus no later than June 1.

“Don’t be afraid to get dirty,” Laura told
us. “If you enthusiastically work right
along with your students, they will
become as excited about the environment
and conservation issues as you are. And
you don’t have to be an expert on every
subject, just willing to help students

investigate and learn right along with
you.” A major objective of her environ-
mental curriculum is to instill in her stu-
dents a sense of worth and dignity for all
living things, natural resources, and the
world as a whole, and to lead them to
become life-long stewards of the earth.

One of her favorite activities involves
compost columns. With the help of Deb
Berger of Wayne SWCD, Laura’s fifth
grade students make compost columns
(complete with worms) each fall.
Vegetable material and worms are added
through the winter and students explore
the “compostability” of different types of

materials. In the spring, students plant
flowers in their compost for Mother’s 
Day gifts. 

Laura’s newest endeavor is the develop-
ment of a land laboratory on school prop-
erty. Students will be directly involved in
the planning and maintenance of the gar-
dens, feeding stations, and nesting areas.
The project supports the premise that out-
door habitats are powerful vehicles for
achieving sound educational goals.

As a way of reinforcing the “Reduce,
Reuse, and Recycle” concept and the con-
servation of natural resources, Laura coor-
dinates a Clean Your Desk Campaign at
the end of the school year. Students from
area elementary schools donate, collect,
sort, and box used school supplies that are
then shipped to students in Honduras via
Central American Medical Outreach. 

Laura had a strong interest in the natural
world as a young child, and credits her
parents’ willingness to allow her to
explore, collect, and experiment for her
environmental emphasis now. And she has
seen first hand how “at risk” students can
thrive when exposed to concepts in con-
servation education. She has found that
her students “seem to grasp subjects bet-
ter when they are actively involved. If we
can link learning and fun together in the
minds of our youth, we have gone a long
way toward developing life-long 
learners.”

2002    CONSERVATION CALENDAR

April 25 Area 1 Envirothon – Williams County

April 29-May 5 Soil & Water Stewardship Week – “The Gift of Trees”

May 1 Area 2 Envirothon – Mahoning County

May 1 Area 3 Envirothon – Jefferson County

May 2 Area 5 Envirothon – Adams County

May 7 Area 4 Envirothon – Hamilton/Butler Counties

June 9-10-11 Ohio Envirothon – Athens County

July 1-2 OSWCC Meeting – Seneca/Woods Counties

July 28-30 Summer Supervisors School – Cincinnati

July 29-August 4 Canon Envirothon – Massachusetts

August 13-15 Education Workshop – Atwood Lake
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Focus on Education
By Jeanne Russell, Nonpoint Source Education Coordinator

During the OFSWCD’s 59th Annual
Meeting January 22-23 in Columbus, the
Auxiliary elected officers for 2002-2003.
Janet Bolin, president (Meigs SWCD);
Linda Mott, vice president (Miami
SWCD); Phylis Carrico, secretary
(Lawrence SWCD); Karen Cron, treasur-
er (Miami SWCD); and Diane Winger,
immediate past president (Richland
SWCD).

The Auxiliary’s silent auction raised $600
which will go to support their scholarship
program for college-age students of pres-
ent and past SWCD supervisors.

Auxiliary Officers for 2002-2003(left to
right) Diane Winger, Karen Cron, Janet
Bolin, Phylis Carrico, and Linda Mott.

OFSWCD Auxiliary
Elects Officers
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Area 1  
Diana Holt and Ed Crawford
Conservation Loans Are a Hit!
While the economy has struggled in many
parts of Ohio, the Water Pollution Control
Loan Fund, administered by the Putnam
SWCD in partnership with Ohio EPA, has
remained an economic catalyst. The Fund
improves water quality by making loans
to farmers for purchasing conservation
items like manure-handling equipment or
installing practices such as no-till. In
Putnam County, loans have increased
from $500,000 in 1999 to $2.4 million in
2001. “This program is very simple. It
takes no more work on our part to handle
these loans” explains Kathy Schnipke of
Ottawa Ag Credit. To date, the district has
approved over 157 application requests,
with more than half of these being new
SWCD customers.

Targeting with Incentive Dollars
Henry SWCD and the Henry Pheasants
Forever Chapter formed an alliance to
promote buffer strip establishment in the
county. The Chapter donated $10,000 per
year over the next three years as bonus
incentives for buffer establishment under
the Lake Erie Conservation Reserve
Enhancement Program (CREP). District
personnel determined a timeline and out-
lined townships targeted for program
start-up. The southeast portion of the
county, which was lagging in conservation
application, will be the first area targeted.
Within three years, the entire county will
be included. As an added incentive, the
district is offering seed and planting of the
buffers without cost to the landowners.
With a CREP requirement for maintaining
conservation buffers for 20 – 30 years, the
result will be long-term protection. The
district feels the added incentives will
jump-start a program that will enhance
wildlife habitat and lend additional pro-
tection to water resources.

Area 2 
Jeff Van Loon and Dorothy Farris
To Inspect or Not to Inspect?

That is the question. Wayne and Richland

SWCDs have answered “yes.” Both pro-
grams issue permits (acquired at the dis-
trict office) for erosion control and/or
storm water management on individual
lot construction in townships. This has
brought many new faces into the offices
and involved the staffs with new chal-
lenges. County Commissioners passed
county resolutions creating the require-
ments. Richland receives a fee while
Wayne does not. Although there are rela-
tively few subdivisions built in unincorpo-
rated areas, individual lot splits keep them
busy and the program helps reduce con-
struction site sources of pollution. 

Stream Protection Guide Available
Life At The Water’s Edge is an outstand-
ing publication for riparian landowners
developed by Cuyahoga and Summit
SWCDs and other Northeast Ohio water
quality partners through grants from the
ODNR - DSWC and the USEPA Great
Lakes Program Office. This colorful 12-
page booklet is about living in harmony
with your backyard stream. Life At the
Water’s Edge describes the benefits of
clean, healthy streams and then takes it
one step further. There is a brief descrip-
tion of stream dynamics and a discussion
of the importance of stream stewardship,
including six simple stream solutions that
can be done in your backyard!

Cuyahoga SWCD has used this publica-
tion for effective community information
and education. This extremely popular
tool is available for all SWCDs. For more
information contact Cuyahoga SWCD or
Cecilia Sveda of Minx Designs (330-762-
4126) who, for a nominal fee, will cus-
tomize contact information and layout in
an electronic format that can be used by
the printer of your choice for large quanti-
ty printing. Individual copies of the publi-
cation are available from both Summit
and Cuyahoga districts.

Area 3
Fred Hammon and Chad Amos
New Marketing Tools
Harrison, Tuscarawas, Guernsey, and
Belmont SWCDs working together on the

Stillwater Watershed project have just pro-
duced a new color brochure for landown-
ers about septic systems. This well
designed, informative piece gives guid-
ance on types of systems, sizing, installa-
tion, and proper maintenance. 

Holmes SWCD recently printed a tri-fold
brochure that outlines the ten steps to
developing a Comprehensive Nutrient
Management Plan (CNMP). They have
been circulating this brochure countywide
and included it in an invitation to thirty
livestock producers to participate in a
planning session to jump-start their pro-
gram planning process.

Water Education – Wet, Wild and
Wonderful!
For the past two years Guernsey and
Muskingum SWCDs have received
DSWC Watershed Awareness to
Watershed Action Mini-Grants and
American Electric Power Education
grants to teach students about watersheds.
Each year 600 third and fourth grade stu-
dents had the opportunity to participate in
a water festival held at The Wilds.
Activities included: Get the Groundwater
Connection, Dewey Dew Drop and the
Watershed Adventure, Bottom Dwellers,
How Does Your Stream Flow and stream
monitoring. As a result of this experience,
students see that streams are more than
the water between two banks. They learn
that within this space animals thrive in
unique habitats, that surrounding land use
affects water quality, and that they can
make a contribution to the environment by
learning to prevent water pollution.

Area 4
Ed Everman
Third Generation Supervisor
Larry Studebaker, Miami SWCD, was

sworn into office at the 59th OFSWCD
Annual Meeting in Columbus and became
the third-generation of Studebakers to
serve on the district board. Larry is a
dairy and grain farmer in southeastern
Miami County in partnership with his
father. Larry’s Father, Sam, Jr., served for
twenty-one years, and Larry’s

Conservation Innovation – Leading Districts Into the 21st Century



Grandfather, Sam, Sr., served for several
years (and was the first Ohio NACD
President). Congratulations to Larry for
continuing the dedicated family tradition of
conservation efforts in Miami County!

Area 5
Steve Hawkins
Big Walnut CREP Sprouting

Five SWCDs are preparing for the Upper
Big Walnut Creek Watershed CREP
(Conservation Reserve Enhancement
Program), pending final USDA approval.
The project involves approximately 190
square miles (122,000 acres) encompassing
portions of five Central Ohio counties;
Delaware, Franklin, Knox, Licking and
Morrow. The entire Upper Big Walnut
Creek Watershed drains to Hoover
Reservoir, the largest raw drinking water
source for the City of Columbus, covering
over 3,100 acres in water. Hoover Reservoir
supplies drinking water to 575,000
Columbus residents. 

The Upper Big Walnut CREP will improve
water quality and protect the water supply
by reducing agricultural run-off containing
sediment, nutrients, and agricultural chemi-
cals, specifically the herbicide Atrazine.
This will be accomplished through the
installation of 3,500 acres of conservation
practices including riparian buffers, filter
strips, hardwood tree plantings, permanent
wildlife habitat, wetland restoration, and
perpetual easements. Landowners will
receive 175% of the soil rental rate per acre
per year for 15 years on grass filter strip
and wildlife habitat practices. In addition,
landowners will receive 200% of the soil
rental rate per acre per year for 15 years on
riparian buffers, tree planting, and wetland
restoration practices.

Welcome
Nicole Hawk, District Administrator and
Education Specialist, Mercer SWCD

Keri Damschroder, Bokes-Millcreek
Watershed Coordinator, Union SWCD

Ryan Smith, District Technician, Butler
SWCD

John Mueller, Upper Little Miami River
Watershed Coordinator, Greene SWCD

Natalie Beal, Education Coordinator,
Madison SWCD

Bryan Ford, Intern, DSWC 
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This past November, a questionnaire was
sent to 157 SWCD employees in techni-
cal positions; over 90 percent of them
responded. The questionnaire consisted
of two parts. In the first part, technicians
were asked to rate their level of confi-
dence in doing 16 soil-related tasks that
are required in at least some SWCD
offices. In the other part, technicians
were asked to provide information about
how they had learned what they already
knew about soils. NRCS State Soil
Scientist Jon Gerken and I gave a
detailed report on results of the survey at
an OFSWCD annual meeting workshop,
but highlights and general trends are
offered here. 

The technicians were relatively confident
at talking with customers about informa-
tion in the soil survey books. For
instance:

• 92 percent of them felt confident or
very confident at using a soil survey to
tell a customer about the suitability of
a tract of land for a specific land use,
such as cropland or home sites.

• 76 percent felt confident or very confi-
dent at using a soil survey to tell a cus-
tomer the depth to seasonal high water
table for an area on the soil map.

On the other hand, the technicians had
much less confidence in their ability to
observe soils in the field and describe or
characterize them. For instance:

• 16 percent of them felt confident or
very confident at recognizing the dif-
ference between massive and prismatic
structure, which is important for esti-
mating soil permeability or identifying
root zone depth. 

• 20 percent felt confident or very confi-
dent at recognizing whether a soil
observed at an on-site investigation
was the same as the soil named in the
map unit on the soil map. 

• 23 percent would feel confident or very
confident serving as a judge for a high
school land judging contest at the
county level.

The second part of the questionnaire
indicated the following information
about Ohio’s SWCD technical work-
force:

• 43 percent of them had worked in a
technical role for an SWCD for five
years or less.

• 41 percent had taken at least one soil
science course, from seven different
Ohio colleges or from out-of-state col-
leges.

• 50 percent had taken the two-day Basic
Soils Course taught by NRCS and
ODNR soil scientists in the past five
years.

• 32 percent had listed soils training on
their “training needs assessment” form
in the survey conducted in 2001 by the
Conservation Partnership.

Surprisingly, the technicians who had
taken the two-day Basic Soils Course in
the past five years were generally less
confident than the others in performing
soil-related tasks. Furthermore, they
were much less confident than the tech-
nicians who had taken at least one col-
lege-level soil science course and the
technicians who had had the opportunity
to work with a soil scientist in the field. 

In general, for SWCDs interested in
maintaining or improving soils compe-
tency for their technical staff, the follow-
ing strategies appear to be effective:

• Hire technicians who have taken at
least one college-level soils course, or
offer incentives for current technicians
to take such a course.

• Retain technicians with higher compe-
tency levels in soils and encourage
them to mentor others.

• Offer opportunities for technicians to
work with or “shadow” soil scientists
in the field.

Results from the November Survey of Tecnicians
By Tim Gerber, Administrator, Soil Inventory and Evaluation Section
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DSWC retirees honored 
at a reception during the
OFSWCD Annual Meeting,
left to right –  Diana Holt,
Rama Jones, Beverly
Mayo, Charmaigne
Hairston, Larry Tornes,
Ray Taylor, and Linn Roth.

During OFSWCD’s Annual Meeting in
January, soil and water conservation partners
had an opportunity to thank eight Division of
Soil and Water Conservation employees for
their many years of service. Division Chief
Larry Vance, who retired at the end of
February after more than 20 years as division
chief, was honored at a special luncheon on
January 22. Seven other division employees
were recognized during a special reception

prior to the awards banquet January 23. 

Division, OFSWCD Honor Retirees

Recognized were:

Charmaigne Hairston – Personnel/Fiscal Officer – 31 years
Diana Holt – Program Specialist, Area 1 – 25 years
Rama Jones – Administrative Assistant – 14 years
Beverly Mayo – Administrator, Administrative Services and Finance – 31 years
Linn Roth – Project Soil Scientist – 27 years
Ray Taylor – Program Specialist, Area 4 – 26 years
Larry Tornes – Soil Resource Specialist – 6 years


