


constant food supply for two months. At about
three months of age, young opossums emerge
from the pouch for short periods and wiill hitch

aride on the mother’s back to get from place
to place. In several days to a week the young

leave the “nest” for good.

Management Plans

The Ohio Division of Wildlife doesn’'t manage
habitat spcifically for opossums. However, opos-
sums can be found throughout the state and

at many wildlife areas where suitable habtiat
exists. The management activities that occur
on these areas and elsewhere around the state
are designed to benefit opossums and a host of
other wildlife species. Each year wildlife biologists
evaluate data and establish hunting and frap-
ping season dates and bag limits for opossums.

Viewing Opportunities

Opossums are found throughout Ohio. The best
chance of seeing them is where farmland, wet-
lands, and woods merge. Five of Ohio’s officially
designated "Watchable Wildlife"” areas are
good places to see opossums: Lake Isaac Water-
fowl Sanctuary, Delaware Wildlife Area, Irwin
Prairie State Nature Preserve, Ottawa National
Wildlife Refuge, and Spencer Lake Wildlife Area.

Do Something Wild!

The Division of Wildlife manages for wildlife di-
versity in the state. We attempt to create and/or
conserve the habitat that will support as wide a
diversity of wildlife as possible. Many species like
the opposum are hunted and frapped in the
state, but many more are not. The Division has a
special program to manage and research non-
game species that is supported by the generous
citizens of the state of Ohio. With money either
donated through the state income tax check-
off, by the purchase of wildlife license plates, or
direct conftributions to the Endangered Species
Special Account, the Division is able to purchase
critical habitat that is essential to sustaining
many species of wildlife and to implement spe-
cial efforts like the reintroduction of the osprey
and the trumpeter swan to the state.

Contributions to our Wildlife Diversity Program
are accepted throughout the year. To make a
donation, please send a check to: Endangered
Species Special Account, Ohio Division of Wild-
life, 2045 Morse Road, Building G, Columbus,
Ohio 43229. All contributions, whether made on
your income tax return or directly, are tax de-
ductible.



At a Glance
Mating: Polygamous

Peak Breeding Activity: February-March, but can
run from January-October

Gestation: 12 - 13 days

Young are Born: Peck is March-April, but can be
as long as February-November

Litter Size: 5-25; average is 9
Young Leave Parents: At 3 months
Number of Litters Per Year: 1-3; 1 is typical in Ohio

Adult Weight: 4-15 Ibs.; 5is average

Adult Length: 15-20 inches
Life Expectancy: 1-2 years; 7 is maximum known

Migration Patterns: Year-round resident;
individuals wander widely with a home
range of 15-40 acres

Typical foods: Omnivorous. Will eat carrion,
insects, fish, repftiles, eggs, fruits, vegetables,
and nuts

Native to Ohio: Yes




