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Division of Wildlife

Life History Notes
Yellow Perch

Common Names: Lake or Ringed perch
Scientific Name: Perca flavescens
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Identification

Sides are golden yellow to brassy green with
six fo eight dark vertical saddles with a white
to yellow belly. Yellow perch have many small
teeth, but no large canines.

Range and Habitat

The yellow perch is native to Ohio and is
found in lakes, impoundments, ponds, and slow
moving rivers. It prefers clear water with mod-
erate vegetation and lotfs of sand or gravel
bottoms.

Life History

Yellow perch spawn from mid-April fo early
May by depositing their eggs over vegeta-
fion or the water bottom, with no care given.
The eggs are laid in large gelatinous adhesive
masses. Adults feed on aquatic insects, larger
invertebrates, and fishes.

(R999)
Adult Size

Yellow perch range from 1 ounce to 1 pound
with some fish known to exceed 2 pounds.
Rarely are they longer than 12 inches in length.

Fishing Methods

Yellow perch can be caught with minnows,
shiners, worms or cut bait fished near the bot-
tom. Good angling occurs in spring near shore
and during fall. Ice fishing often produces the
best catches.



