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his 4,100-acre public w
ildlife area is open to hunting, fishing, bird-w

atching, and other non-m
otorized recreation. 

T
he center of this recreation area lies approxim

ately 5 m
iles south of the Jackson C

ounty village of O
ak H

ill, in 
Law

rence and G
allia counties. It can m

ost easily be reached from
 State R

oute 93, and local routes B
lackfork-Firebrick 

and B
rady Fork roads.

A
pproxim

ately 25 percent of the property is reclaim
ed surface m

ine land, w
hich provides habitat for grassland 

species, including gam
e anim

als and songbirds. T
he rem

ainder of the land is forest ranging in age from
 1 to 100 

years. N
um

erous ponds created either by beaver activity or during clay or coal m
ining, are found on the property 

and are available for fishing.
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T
he w

ooded hills of southern O
hio are part of the A

ppalachian Forest, the oldest and m
ost diverse forest system

 in 
N

orth A
m

erica. W
hen healthy, these forests are hom

e to a rich array of flow
ering and m

edicinal plants, dozens of 
tree species, songbirds, gam

e species like ruffed grouse and w
ild turkey, and other w

ildlife including bobcat, black 
bear, bats, salam

anders, and snakes.
T

he N
ature C

onservancy, a non-profit conservation organization, supports the restoration and protection of large 
parcels of unbroken forest, w

hich are easier to m
anage efficiently for forest products and recreation, provide better 

habitat for native plants and anim
als, and allow

 forests to recover from
 natural disasters like fire or storm

s. T
he 

C
onservancy purchased this land in 2004 and 2005 from

 M
eadW

estvaco C
orp. In 2005, an agreem

ent w
as executed 

betw
een T

he N
ature C

onservancy and the D
ivision of W

ildlife w
hich enables the D

ivision to conduct w
ildlife 

m
anagem

ent activities and perm
it free hunting, fishing, and trapping on these lands.
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T

he diverse m
ixture of habitat types, ranging from

 reclaim
ed surface m

ines to forested ridge tops, provides a rich 
variety of both gam

e and non-gam
e species.

T
he ponds on the area, created either by beaver or as part of the m

ining process, support populations of bluegill and 
largem

outh bass. W
ood ducks, m

allards, and other w
aterfow

l m
ay be found, especially during m

igration. W
hite-tailed 

deer, w
ild turkey, and gray squirrel are the principal abundant gam

e species. T
he reclaim

ed surface m
ines provide 

habitat for cottontail rabbit. R
accoon, skunk, m

uskrat, and beaver are present, and bobw
hite quail are found on 

nearby reclaim
ed surface m

ine lands and are presum
ed to be here in sm

all num
bers.

A
 rich variety of songbirds w

ill be found as w
ell, including m

any grassland and scrub species, such as H
elnslow

's and 
grasshopper sparrow

s, blue grosbeak, and E
astern m

eadow
lark.

T
he habitat m

ix also leads to botanical diversity, including som
e rare flow

ering plant species such as rock skull-cap, 
sm

all-flow
ered alum

root, and w
hite m

ilkw
eed.
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G
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D
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IN

G
O

ld fields and reclaim
ed surface m

ine areas provide the m
ost productive areas for deer and grouse. Squirrels occupy 

the w
oodlands that have not been disturbed by m

ining. W
ild turkeys are w

ell established on the area and beaver are 
present on m

any w
atersheds.

Public



 use


 facilities







N
o perm

it or fee is required to hunt or fish in the Ironton Forest W
ildlife A

rea. H
unters and anglers m

ust carry valid 
O

hio licenses for hunting and fishing on the property.
Parking is available in designated lots located off State R

oute 93 and B
lackfork-Firebrick R

oad. Parking areas along 
B

rady Fork R
oad provide access to three fishing ponds.

T
here are no im

proved trails on the property. A
 num

ber of logging and m
ining haul roads throughout the property 

allow
 for easy m

ovem
ent on foot through m

uch of the area. O
ff-road vehicle use of any type is prohibited at all 

tim
es on the Ironton Forest W

ildlife A
rea. T

his prohibition w
ill be enforced as part of T

he N
ature C

onservancy's 
agreem

ent w
ith the D

ivision of W
ildlife.

It is im
portant to rem

em
ber that this area is prim

itive. D
rinking w

ater, restroom
s, and picnic facilities are not available. 

T
his is a day-use area; cam

ping is prohibited.

additional









 information










Further inform
ation m

ay be obtained from
 the W

ildlife D
istrict Four O

ffice, 360 E
ast State Street, A

thens, O
hio 

45701-1895; telephone (740) 589-9930.
Please observe boundary m

arkers and respect private property. M
uch of the Ironton Forest W

ildlife A
rea adjoins the 

W
ayne N

ational Forest, w
hich is open to the public. Property m

aps m
ay be obtained through the U

.S. Forest Service 
through its W

eb site: w
w

w
.fs.fed.us/r9/w

ayne

turn





 in
 a

 poacher








O
hio’s T

IP, “Turn In a Poacher,” program
 is helping to curtail poaching throughout the state. T

IP is designed to 
involve the public in reporting w

ildlife violations. C
itizens w

ho observe w
ildlife violations should call the T

IP toll-
free hotline, 1-800-PO

A
C

H
E

R
.
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