Ohio Department of Natural Resources

Division of Mineral Resources Management
Coal Permitting Memorandum

From: Brent Heavilin, Permitting Manager

Subject: Archaeology Interim Review Process

Date: August 30, 2010

The Division of Mineral Resources Management is implementing an interim archaeology review process for mining applications. This interim process will be in place until the division fills the vacant archaeology position.  

Effective September 15, 2010 new applications will be subject to the interim procedure. The Division’s staff will work with companies that currently have applications in completeness review and applications that are pending. We will allow a reasonable time for the adjustment to the new procedure. 

1. The Division has revised the Archaeology Form for the application. This form must be completed by a professional archaeologist and/or historic architect and submitted with the application. An archaeology map must also be attached to the form showing the area reviewed by the archaeologist and reflecting information required by the form.  

2. The completed form, archaeology map, and accompanying photographs will be submitted with the application and considered a completeness item. The form will be reviewed for completeness and sent to the Ohio Historic Preservation Office (OHPO) for comment.

3. Any comments from OHPO will be evaluated and will become part of the review process. Correspondence to the applicant will be through the revision letters prepared by the application managers. If the archaeologist signing the form requires further study or additional reports this will be included as a revision item in the revision letter to the applicant.  If a report is required it can be submitted with the application or completed during the review process. Archaeology conditions or clearance will be communicated through the revision letter from the application manager. 

As you can tell from this procedure the Division will be relying on the professional archaeologist and/or historic architect to review and evaluate the site. The archaeologist and/or historic architect will decide what sites need detailed study and eligibility for the National Register. OHPO will have the same 30-day opportunity to comment on the archaeologist’s and/or historic architect’s determination or report. 

Thank you,

Brent Heavilin
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