Orphan Well Program

Landowner Grant Plugging Specifications
Ohio Department of Natural Resources

Division of Oil and Gas Resources Management

	Well Data:
	County:
	     
	Township:
	     
	Sec./:Lot:
	     

	
	Permit No:
	     
	Depth:
	     
	Formation:
	     

	
	Well No:
	     
	Location:
	     

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Location:
	Name:
	     

	
	Address:
	     

	
	
	     
	Telephone No:
	     


PLUGGING REQUIREMENTS:

1. Pull tubing, rods and all casing except the conductor pipe which have not been cemented in place.  Clean out well to              feet.  Well bore shall be cleaned out or reamed to original diameter.

2. If a string of casing which would normally be pulled cannot be removed, the Contractor shall log the well and perforate the casing in accordance with the Chief’s instruction so cement can be circulated behind the casing.

3. If the well is open below the specified depth, a 25 foot stone bridge shall be set and tamped with drilling tools for 30 minutes OR a 25 foot cement plug shall be set and allowed to harden before placing cement plugs.  If inside cemented pipe, a mechanical bridge can be set.

4. Cement shall be used for plugging (bottom plug may be clay or cement); and must be placed at the following intervals:

A:
Cement



            B:   Clay (bottom plug only)

a)      ________ feet to      _________ feet
a)       _____ feet to      _______ feet


b)      ________ feet to      _________ feet



c)      ________ feet to      _________ feet


d)      ________ feet to      _________ feet

5. Mud laden fluid weighing not less than nine (9) pounds-per-gallon with not less than forty (40) API funnel viscosity shall be placed in all portions of the well not filled with cement.

6. Fill the well with cement from contract depth to surface.  All cement shall be pumped through tubing, 1-1/2 inch or larger, as approved by the Chief.

7. After placement of cement, the well shall be shut in gas-tight a minimum of 12 hours after which the well shall be refilled with cement to within 36 inches of ground level.

8. A)  The casing shall be cut-off 36 inches below the ground surface.  A steel plate, a minimum of ¼ inch thick, shall be tack welded on top the casing.  The well’s permit number shall be welded on the plate, in numbers as large as practical.  Numbers shall have a minimum relief of 1/8 inch.

B) Cut off casing 3 feet below grade using a cutting torch or other approved method.  Weld a vent, as required by the Division, constructed of three-inch galvanized steel tubing, to casing forming a gas-tight seal and extend vent vertically at least 14 feet above grade.  Vent must have an approved weather cap and ½-inch brass inspection plug located four (4) feet above grade.  Vent pipe above ground shall be primed with a galvanized steel paint primer and painted with two coats of an oil-based paint which blends with the surroundings (color to be approved by Division).

9. The Contractor shall give a minimum of 48 hours oral or written notice to the landowner and the Division’s Central and Regional Offices before commencing work.  The Contractor shall contact the Ohio Utilities Protection Service (1-800-362-2764) and each utility company which may have underground facilities at least two (2) working days prior to commencement. 

10. The Contractor will be responsible for providing adequate access to the well site for his drilling rig and equipment.  Access roads will be chained or cabled to prevent unauthorized use, if requested by the landowner or his authorized representative.  Special attention shall be given to maintaining trees and other vegetation that have scenic value, provide shade, reduce erosion and runoff, add to aesthetics of the area.  No trees six (6) inches or larger in diameter shall be removed without the landowner’s permission.  Placement of all tanks and equipment shall be approved by the Division.  Any alteration to the natural topography required to provide ingress and egress to the well site must be approved by the landowner before work begins.

OPTIONS:
1. An approved control head and oil saver, in good working condition, must be installed on the surface casing or conductor pipe.  

2. The Division reserves the right to require the removal of any rods, tubing, casing, or liners deemed necessary to properly plug and abandon the well. 

3. The Contractor shall run an operational string of casing when caving of the well prevents clean out to contract depth.  If the contract depth cannot be reached, an adjustment may be made for materials and labor not required.

4. The Contractor shall be responsible for cleaning out and plugging any water well or closing any pit associated with the oil or gas well.

5. Cement used for plugging must be API Class A or State Transportation approved ASTM type (ASTM C150).  All cement, except nine-sack grout ready-mix on location.  Air-entertaining cements shall not be used for plugging.  Cement shall not contain bentonite, fly ash, or other extenders which retard set time or decrease compressive strength.  Cement slurry shall be mixed at the API recommended weight, but under no condition shall the average weight be less than 15 pounds per gallon.  The Contractor shall be responsible for providing a mud scale for weighing the cement slurry.  Water used for cementing shall be free of any impurities, which would adversely affect set time and compressive strength.  A cement slurry used for plugging must develop a minimum compressive strength of 1,000 p.s.i. after 24 hours at well bore temperature.  

RESTORATION:

1. All fluids and salvaged well materials shall be removed from the site when plugging has been completed.  Fluids in steel tanks shall be removed within 72 hours after plugging.

2. Construction areas with slopes greater than five degrees left over the winter or areas with a slope greater than 10 degrees left exposed for a period of greater than 60 days and subject to erosion shall be seeded with a temporary protective seeding (rye or wheat) prior to October 1.  If seeding cannot be done prior to October 1, the area will be mulched at the rate of three tons of clean, unweathered straw per acre.  IF, IN THE OPINION OF THE CHIEF OR HIS AUTHORIZED AGENT, PROPER CONTROL OF SOIL EROSION IS NOT BEING PROVIDED BY THE CONTRACTOR, CORRECTIVE MEASURES MAY BE TAKEN BY THE DIVISION AND THE COST OF SUCH SERVICES DEDUCTED FROM ANY MONEY WHICH MAY BE DUE OR BECOME DUE THE CONTRACTOR.

3. All damage caused by the carrying out of this Contract to any public or private property of any nature whatsoever, including trees, shrubs and crops, shall be made good to the Division’s satisfaction at the expense of the Contractor.  If crops are damaged and the Contractor and landowner, or tenant, cannot reach a settlement, the County Cooperative Extension Service shall set a fair price for crop damages, and the decision shall be final and binding upon all parties.  All subsequent payments due the Contractor shall be withheld until Contractor provides proof of payment of any such claim.  
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